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SUBJ: TRAVEL OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY DAVIS - TOAST AT 

PRESIDENT BONGO'S LUNCHEON 

REF: STATE 101408 

1. PRESIDENT BONGO'S LUNCHEON WILL BE STAG. ALTHOUGH 

IT NOT CERTAIN THAT THERE WILL BE EXCHANGE OF TOASTS AT 
LUNCHEON, FOLLOWING IS EMBASSY’S SUGGESTION FOR A TOAST 
BY ASSISTANT SECRETARY IF NEEDED: 

2. QUOTE. MR. PRESIDENT, EXCELLENCIES, GENTLEMEN: 

IT HAS BEEN A GREAT PLEASURE AND A PRIVILEGE FOR ME TO 
COME TO YOUR LOVELY COUNTRY, MEET WITH YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, 
AND MEMBERS OF YOUR GOVERNMENT AND I WANT TO THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR KIND WORDS AND THE GENEROUS HOSPITALITY YOU 
HAVE EXTENDED TO ME. I HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY IMPRESSED 
BY THE TREMENDOUS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENTS IN 
GABON IN THE LAST FEW YEARS UNDER YOUR DYNAMIC POLICY 
OF RENOVATION. I AM VERY HAPPY THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN 
OUR TWO COUNTRIES ARE AS EXCELLENT AS THEY ARE AND I 
AM GRAEUL FOR THE ROLE WHICH YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, HAVE 
PLAYED IN BRINGING THIS ABOUT. I AM ALSO PLEASED THAT 
THE ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL TIES BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES 
ARE STEADILY GROWING TO OUR MUTUAL ADVANTAGE AND THAT 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
TRANSGABON RAILROAD PROJECT. I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT I 
WILL DO ALL IN MY POWER TO STRENGTHEN STILL FURTHER OUR 
GOOD RELATIONS AND I WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE A TOAST TO HIS 
EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT BONGO AND THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 
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